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This Conference of Presidents of Parliament was held at the Council of Europe Headquarters in
Strasbourg,France, on 20 and 21 September 2012.

The Conference was composed of speakers and presidents of the Parliaments of the 47 member states of
the Council of Europe; of parliaments enjoying observer and partner for democracy status with the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and of international parliamentary assemblies.
The parliaments of Central Asia and Maghreb were also associated.

The Conference dealt with an essential challenge to Europe's future: "Is representative democracy in
crisis? Challenges for national parliaments”. A second current political issue was also debated. The topic
was announced on the Conference website at the end of May 2012.
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Background documents

Theme 1 - Future of the European Court of Human Rights - role of national parliaments (Brighton
Declaration [ZE3)

Theme 2 - |s representative democracy in crisis? Challenges for national parliaments [ZE#

Theme 3 - Arab revolutions: challenges and opportunities

Documentation for secretaries general

ECPRD Draft Activity Report 2010-2011 [Z2& (German version [ZE3)
Draft ECPRD Priorities and Programme 2012-2013 (German version [E&)
Minutes of the meeting of the secretaries general of parliament (Limassol 11-12 June 2010)

Letter concerning amendments to the ECPRD statute [Zi3
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